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FAMILY HISTORY SOURCES AT THE ANU UNIVERSITY ARCHIVES

	Records about the Australian Forestry School in the University Archives



The Australian Forestry School (AFS) was an agency within the Commonwealth Forestry Bureau, later the Forestry and Timber Bureau. It trained foresters from 1926 until 1964, after which responsibility passed to the Australian National University.

Records about the AFS held in the ANU Archives originate from three collections:

· Records transferred from the National Archives of Australia to ANU Records then to ANU Archives (NAA numbers retained, see below)

· Records of the Australian Forestry School transferred from the ANU Department of Forestry library (ANUA 137)

· Records of the Australian Forestry School Reunion Committee 2000 Incorporated transferred by Committee members (ANUA 81).

RECORDS FROM THE NATIONAL ARCHIVES OF AUSTRALIA

Correspondence files

The main correspondence files cover:

· Associations including colleges and universities

· Building – construction and maintenance

· Calendar – an annual publication

· Camps 

· Club 

· Curriculum

· Diploma – qualification awarded

· Equipment – laboratory, library books

· Exams

· Exhibition – AFS herbarium and museum

· Notices

· Policy

· Publications

· Publicity

· Reports 

· Scholarships, prizes 

· Social – staff–student functions

· States – Australian States, Norfolk Island, New Zealand, Burma, Philippines

· Students

There are separate files for each year within each category, 1928–1951 (A3056). There are also financial records for 1948–1951 (AA1975/152).

Student records 

· Enrolment and academic record of students, 1926–1963 (A3186)

· Reports prepared by students during their summer vacation covering various forests and operations in their home states, 1926–1942 (A3084) 

· Examination papers and results, 1946–1959 (A3079) 

· Reports on students’ academic records and progress, 1947–1964 (A3081)
· Files about overseas students (Malayan and Polish), 1950–1952 (AA1975/152)
Foresters’ careers

· Personal and career records of graduate foresters in Australia (labelled ‘Postgraduate record’) covering the Adelaide Forestry School, other Forestry Schools, and the Australian Forestry School, 1929–1940s (A3083)

Research material

· Photographs of trees and forests from M.R. Jacobs collection (AA1975/55)

· Glass lantern slides of trees and forests in ACT, NSW and overseas, c.1950s (AA1975/56)

· Notes and correspondence about growth and yield of Pinus radiata, Araucaria cunninghamii, Eucalyptus resinifera and E. grandis by N. W. Jolly, C. E. Lane Poole and M. R. Jacobs, and lecture notes on meteorology, 1941–1945 (AA1975/117)

· Papers and publications collected by M. R. Jacobs, 1939–1957 (AA1975/118)

· Study of Murray River red gum at Mathoura State Forest, NSW, 1950–1952 (AA1975/125) 

Newspaper clippings

There are newspaper clippings for the period 1940–1957 (A3084). See also newspaper clippings file held by National Archives for 1924–1937 (A3080, 1: digital copy online).

AFS Flag

The flag was designed and made by Ruth Lane Poole (A3183).

RECORDS FROM THE FORESTRY LIBRARY
Records relating to the Australian Forestry School and its successor, the Department of Forestry, were originally held by the Forestry Library (ANUA 137). They cover the period 1926–2001 and include:

· minutes of the AFS Student Mess and later Student Union 

· material about student clubs and sports teams 

· publications such as yearbooks, calendars, and newsletters 

· photographs donated at the time of the 2000 reunion of students, sorted into annual folders

· three large photograph albums and several folders of unidentified photographs.

AFS REUNION 2000

Records of the reunion of former students of the Australian Forestry School held in 2000 (ANUA 81) include:

· committee minutes
· correspondence and administrative files
· biographical notes on students (labelled ‘Growing Stock’) compiled by class coordinators
· photographs of the event 
· the publication A Brief History of the Australian Forestry School by LT Carron.
RECORDS HELD BY THE NATIONAL ARCHIVES OF AUSTRALIA

There are a number of series of records created by the Australian Forestry School which are still held by the National Archives.

Correspondence

· Correspondence files of the Principal, 1945–1960 (A3126)

· Registers and index for correspondence files, 1928–1951 (A3057, A3058, A3117)

· Box copies of correspondence, 1957–1961 (A3082)

Student records

· Lists of Commonwealth Forestry Scholarship students, 1946–1964 (A5825) 

· File of student criticisms and suggestions, 1942 (A3127)

Research and teaching material

· Research files and their file lists, 1930–1948 (A3114, A3115, A3116)

· Notes on field and laboratory exercises, 
1926–1927 (A13248)

· Folders of timetables and notices files, 1928–1959 (A3089)

· Working plans for forests in the ACT and the States, 1927–1946 (AA1975/201)

Meteorological records

· Canberra weather records, 1946–1964 (A2113)

· Charts and diagrams of meteorological observations, 1914–1953 (AA1975/190)

Publications

· Copies of The Australian Forestry Journal, 
1918–1931 (A3066)

· File of newspaper cuttings, 1924–1937 (A3080)

· Box files of product brochures and catalogues, 1925–1962 (A3147)

Photographs

· Photographic prints and negatives of the school, staff, students and functions, 1927–1956 (A3087, A3088)

Visitors book

· Visitors book, 1927–1960 (A5824)

Other forestry records

The National Archives also holds the records of the Board of Higher Forestry Education:

· minutes of meetings 1939–1957 (A3085)

· correspondence files 1939–1961 (A3086)

and of the Commonwealth Forestry Bureau 1927–1946 which became part of the Forestry and Timber Bureau 1946–1978.
The National Archives has some papers of Charles Lane Poole, Inspector-General of Forests, Commonwealth Forestry Bureau and Acting Principal, Australian Forestry School 1927–1944 (AA1975/142), and of Dr Max Jacobs, Principal, Australian Forestry School 1944–1961 and Director-General, Forestry and Timber Bureau 1961–1970 (A3158, A3159 and AA1975/211). The National Library also holds papers of Lane Poole (NLA MS 3799) and Jacobs (NLA MS 6336).
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