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Records about University House




University House was one of the first buildings erected at the Australian National University, and was conceived as an integral part of the life of the University rather than just a hall of residence for graduate students. Records relating to University House, particularly in the early days, can be found in many series of records. 

Significant records relating to University House are held by the National Archives of Australia, including the files relating to its construction c1948–1954 (CRS A292), as the contract was managed by the ACT Works Director.
ANU Council records
Minutes
The minutes of Council from 1946 (ANUA 198), and the accompanying agenda papers (ANUA 280) include consideration of major issues relating to University House. The index to Council decisions should be consulted to find relevant meetings (ANUA 245).
Minutes of Council Committees

Includes minutes of the University House Committee, 1951–1960 (ANUA 256).

 ‘Basic Papers’
This series includes records of the University House Advisers, 1951–1960 (ANUA 31/10). 
Draft minutes
Includes draft minutes of the University House Committee in the period, 1953–1977 (ANUA 34).

Academic Advisory Committee
Minutes
The minutes of the Academic Advisory Committee include their consideration of the establishment of University House, 1947–1951 (ANUA 201).
University House records
Minutes of the Governing Body
The minutes cover the period 1953 to 1991 (ANUA 207).
Governing Body/Board of Fellows files

These files include minutes for Governing Body meetings, 1991–2004 (ANUA 429).
Master’s daily files of correspondence
This series starts in 1971 when Professor Rutherford Ness Robertson was Master and ends in 1986 at the end of Professor Ralph Elliott’s term (ANUA 354).

Master’s correspondence files 
This series covers Dr Susan Bambrick’s term as Master, 1987–1989 (ANUA 430).
Subject files of the Master
The files cover Dr Rafe de Crespigny’s term as Master, 1991–2001 (ANUA 428).
Administrative files
The files relate to functions, accommodation, the library, visitors, membership, finances and reporting from the early 1950s (ANUA 353).

Press clippings book

The clippings relate to Professor Dale Trendalls’ term as Master, 1954–1957 (ANUA 357). 
Notices and Circulars 
This is a master set of communications with members and visitors, 1974–1986 (ANUA 356).
Records of the Resident’s Committee

Includes issues raised by residents with the Steward and distribution of artworks, 1968–1986 (ANUA 358).
Register of attendance at House Dinners

An alphabetical index to members’ attendance at regular House dinners, 1974–1989 (ANUA 360).
Central files  

The University’s central filing system includes many files about University House: 

· Laying foundation stone, University House, 1949 (ANUA 53, 18.1.1.1, 3 parts)
· Official opening of University House (ANUA 53, 18.1.1.5, 6 parts)
· University House building (ANUA 53, 16.1.1.0, 15 parts)
· University House Committee meetings (ANUA 53, 3.17.0, 3.17.1, 2 parts)
· Administration of University House (ANUA 53, 16.02.2.0, 11 parts)
· University House financial policy (ANUA 53, 16.02.2.1, 11 parts).
Copies of the University House annual report are held from 1964 onwards (ANUA 53, 2.1.8.3).

There are many files relating to engineering works, extensions, refurbishments, equipment and furnishings, including furniture designed by Fred Ward, particularly: 
· Furnishings for University House (ANUA 53, 16.1.2.12)

· Fred Ward furniture restoration (ANUA 53, 12.3.0.106)
· Exhibitions – Fred Ward Exhibition, Drill Hall Gallery, 1996 (ANUA 53, 12.4.3.100).
Photographs and drawings
Photographs were taken by the Commonwealth News and Information Bureau and by the University for The ANU Reporter:
· Laying of foundation stone, 1949 (ANUA 15/27)
· Opening of University House by HRH Duke of Edinburgh, 16 February 1954 (ANUA 15/20)
· University House – General exterior and interior shots, includes prints of the floor plan, 1951–1973 (ANUA 15/55) 
· Albums of photographs of construction, buildings, interiors, some aerial views c1950, includes examples of postcards and Christmas cards of the House, 1954–1960, (ANUA 12/3–4)
· University House artworks (ANUA 226/26)
· University House functions including 30th anniversary, 1971–1992 (ANUA 226/432–436). 
There is also a series of photographs and drawings of University House furniture designed by Fred Ward (ANUA 439).
Personal papers
The following collections of personal papers include files on University House:

· Professor Jim Davidson, Election of Fellows, 1953–1957 (ANUA 57/60)
· David Dexter, review of University buildings by Building and Grounds Committee (ANUA 21/1)
· Professor Howard Florey, University House minutes of meetings, 1947 (ANUA 84/41), appointment of Crocker as Warden of University House and Chair of International Relations, 1950–1952 (ANUA 84/79) and correspondence with Trendall – election of Florey as Honorary Fellow, 1954–1958 (ANUA 84/120)
· Dr Eric Fry, Draft history of ANU, chapter 5, University House (ANUA 238)
· Professor Brian Lewis (architect), University House, 1947–1953 (ANUA 94/1)
· Vice-Chancellor Anthony Low, University House, 1978 (ANUA 55)
· Professor Mark Oliphant, University House, 1957–1964 (ANUA 10/82) and University House, 1954–1956 (ANUA 10/137).
Research material
Original material and research notes were collected in the course of research for various publications, such as the 60th anniversary history undertaken by the ANU History Project.  
ANU History Project
University House, 1948–1987 (ANUA 147/7).
Wendy Brazil

Folders relating to University House, 1986–2003 (ANUA 355).
Jill Waterhouse

Research material for 50th anniversary history of University House, 2002–2005 with contents from 1949 (ANUA 235).
Francis West 
Annual folders of papers, 1949–1975 (ANUA 359).
Printed material

Francis West, University House: Portrait of an institution, Canberra, 1980.
Jill Waterhouse, University House as they experienced it: A history 1954–2004, 2004.
Publications of University House, including News and Notes, 1970–1986 (ANUA 182).
Fred Ward: A selection of furniture and drawings, catalogue of exhibition, Drill Hall Gallery, 2 May – 16 June 1996.
More information

For more information about the Archives, go to www.archives.anu.edu.au. You can contact us at butlin.archives@anu.edu.au or by phone on 02 6125 2219.
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